SUNDAY, MAY 7, 2017

HARLAN BAPTIST CHURCH

JESUS AND JOHN THE BAPTIST
John 3:22-36

Dear Parents,
Jesus went with His disciples into the countryside of Judea. He oversaw them as they baptized
people. At the same time, people came to John, and he was baptizing them. These baptisms were an
outward sign of cleansing for people who had repented of their sins.
Some of John’s disciples came to John. They had noticed that the disciples of the man John had
reluctantly baptized were baptizing others. Perhaps they felt the need to defend John’s ministry, but
John explained God’s purpose for his life. John had been chosen by God long before he was born to
be a forerunner—one who prepares the way. (See Mal. 3:1; Isa. 40:3.)
John the Baptist understood who he was and who Jesus is. Consider these comparisons as John
explained that Jesus was greater than John.
First, who were they? John was clear: “I am not the Messiah” (John 3:28). John was not the
bridegroom, but the groom’s friend. Jesus is the bridegroom. (John 3:29)
Where did they come from? John was from the earth, and he belonged to the earth. Jesus comes
from above and is above all. (John 3:31)
Next, what did they do? John said, “He must increase, but I must decrease.” John was a witness to
the Light. (John 1:7-8) He was a voice in the wilderness, and Jesus is the Word. (John 1:14,23) John
baptized with water, but Jesus baptized with the Spirit. (John
1:33)
Finally, why were they here? John went before Jesus and rejoiced with Him. (John 3:28-29) Jesus
came to give eternal life. (John 3:36)
John the Baptist had told people to get ready for Jesus, the promised Messiah. Now that
Jesus was on earth, John’s mission was complete. John the Baptist joyfully stepped
aside as Jesus began His earthly ministry.
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Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well
as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact
with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS
● Babies and Toddlers
○ Jesus is the Messiah.
○ John was not the Messiah.
○ John said Jesus is more important than him.
Our Vision for Children

○ Jesus is the Son of God.
● Preschool
○ Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s Son.
○ Jesus came from heaven to earth.
● Kids
○ Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the Messiah.
○ Jesus came from heaven to earth.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE

At Harlan Baptist Church we
take seriously the Lord’s
command to “bring [our
children] up in the discipline
and instruction of the
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
We envision a church culture
or atmosphere that reflects
that of Moses’ instruction to
God’s people as they
prepared to enter into the
Promised Land as found in
Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
In fact, Psalm 78 sets forth
the very desire of our heart,
that our children would hope
in the Lord and not forget
the God who gives them life.

● John 14:6
NEXT WEEK
● “Jesus Met a Samaritan Woman” (John 4:1-42)

Therefore, it is our desire to
partner with parents in
seeing our children come to
faith in Christ and prepare
them for life-long obedience
to His Word.
At Harlan Baptist, we use a
number of different methods
and teaching styles to achieve
these desired goals.
Jon Dickenson
Associate Pastor of Children &
Administration
jsdickenson@gmail.com
jondickenson.wordpress.com
606-573-4904
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