SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017

HARLAN BAPTIST CHURCH

JESUS MET NICODEMUS
John 3:1-21

Dear Parents,
Jesus’ ministry had begun. His first miracle was at a wedding, turning water into wine. He cleansed
the temple in Jerusalem and performed signs, and “many trusted in His name” (John 2:23). Jesus
likely spent a large part of His day teaching. When the day was done, He spent time alone or with
His disciples. One night, however, a man named Nicodemus approached Jesus.
Nicodemus was a Pharisee and a ruler of the Jews; that is, he was a religious leader who taught
God’s law, and he was a member of the Sanhedrin—a Jewish governing body. Nicodemus was part
of an exclusive group of apparently moral men. He held to the belief that if a person was a lawabiding Jew, he would be accepted by God. Jesus gave Nicodemus a lesson that would turn his belief
system on its head.
Jesus was a carpenter (Mark 6:3), so the religious teachers likely assumed He didn’t know theology.
But they had seen Jesus’ miraculous signs in Jerusalem. Nicodemus had to conclude, “You are a
teacher come from God” (John 3:2).
Nicodemus initiated the conversation, but Jesus chose the subject. His words perplexed Nicodemus:
“Unless someone is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Jesus explained that
spiritual birth is not unlike physical birth in that a person cannot do it himself. It is something that
happens to him.
Jesus reminded Nicodemus of an Old Testament account, the disobedient Israelites and
the bronze snake. The Israelites could not help themselves, but when they trusted in God and looked
to the bronze snake lifted up on the pole, they were healed. (Num. 21:4-9)
Nicodemus needed new life—eternal life—but he could not do anything to earn it.
Eternal life is a gift that comes only from God. God showed His love in this way: He
sent His One and Only Son to save the world. Everyone who believes in Him will not
perish but will have eternal life.
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Emphasize with your kids that every person is born a sinner—
spiritually dead and alienated from God. It is by God’s Spirit—
not our own effort—that we are born again. We look to Christ
and His finished work on the cross for our salvation.
Check this session’s Activity Page and Big Picture Card as well
as the Gospel Project for Kids Family App for ways to interact
with the Bible content this week.

FAMILY STARTING POINTS

Our Vision for Children

● Babies and Toddlers
○ Jesus is the Messiah.
○ Nicodemus went to see Jesus at night.
○ Jesus gives people life forever with God.
○ God sent Jesus to earth because He loves us.
● Preschool
○ Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is God’s Son.
○ Jesus told Nicodemus about God’s plan.
● Kids
○ Who did Jesus say He is? Jesus said He is the Messiah.
○ Jesus told Nicodemus he must be born again.

At Harlan Baptist Church we
take seriously the Lord’s
command to “bring [our
children] up in the discipline
and instruction of the
Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
We envision a church culture
or atmosphere that reflects
that of Moses’ instruction to
God’s people as they
prepared to enter into the
Promised Land as found in
Deuteronomy 6:4-9.
In fact, Psalm 78 sets forth
the very desire of our heart,
that our children would hope
in the Lord and not forget
the God who gives them life.
Therefore, it is our desire to
partner with parents in
seeing our children come to
faith in Christ and prepare
them for life-long obedience
to His Word.

UNIT KEY PASSAGE
● John 14:6
NEXT WEEK
● “Jesus and John the Baptist” ( John 3:22-36)

At Harlan Baptist, we use a
number of different methods
and teaching styles to achieve
these desired goals.
Jon Dickenson
Associate Pastor of Children &
Administration
jsdickenson@gmail.com
jondickenson.wordpress.com
606-573-4904
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